
Parent of Senior              2                            April 4, 2017 
 
impressive as each senior’s name resounds throughout the theatre. I have noted in the past that when the silence 
has been broken by a call or applause from the audience, the senior is embarrassed. Let’s honor them all 
equally with our respectful silence. At the conclusion of this segment of the ceremony, I will ask for a 
thunderous round of applause for all our graduates. 
 
We request that you take the responsibility for giving this information to the guests you invite as you 
provide each guest with a ticket. All guests, regardless of age, are required to have a ticket. Please refer to 
the How Graduation Works sheet for ticket information and the procedure for leaving tickets for guests to pick 
up at the Will Call table in the theatre lobby. 
 
Graduates will receive their caps and gowns on May 16 and will need to wear them to the awards ceremony on 
May 18 and to Baccalaureate on May 21, as well as the graduation ceremony. Graduates must arrive at the 
Terry Lobby of the Times-Union Center on May 26 by 5:00 p.m. Immediately after the ceremony they will 
proceed directly to the robing area to receive their diplomas before meeting family outside.  
 
For your convenience a professional photographer will capture the memory of this special occasion. The 
photographer will take a “handshake” picture of each graduate as he/she receives his/her diploma.  Proofs and 
ordering information will be sent to you directly from the photographer within a few days after the ceremony, 
sooner online. Parents may choose to video the ceremony, but they must do so from the designated balcony 
area only. Please note, however, that no power supply will be available. It is the policy of the Times-Union 
Center to keep aisles clear at all times. Please do NOT leave your seat during the ceremony to take pictures 
or for any other reason that is not a true emergency, as this is distracting, disturbing to other guests, and 
detracts from the dignity of the ceremony.  
 
Handicapped seating is available, and Moran Theatre ushers will direct you when you arrive.  It is the Times-
Union Center’s policy that only one family member is allowed to sit with the person needing handicapped 
seating. We want all of guests to feel welcome and to be comfortable. 
 
The attached map includes helpful parking information. Please allow adequate time to travel, park, and walk 
to the theatre in order to arrive on time. The lobby doors to the Moran Theatre will open at 5:30 P.M. We will 
begin the ceremony promptly at 6 P.M. In compliance with the Moran theatre’s policy, no seat saving will be 
permitted after 5:45 P.M. Guests arriving after 5:50 P.M. will be seated by ushers in the balcony only.  
 
Please unite with our seniors, our faculty, and the other Douglas Anderson parents and families as we present 
COMMENCEMENT 2017, an elegant culmination of your senior’s school years. Let me emphasize that our 
seniors want to be as proud of you as you are of them. Your cooperation is vital. We appreciate your help and 
consideration as we plan this very important evening for our graduates. 
 
Sincerely, 
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April 4, 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian of a senior: 
 
Depending on the successful completion of all course work, your senior will very 
soon reach a significant point in his/her life--the completion of twelve years of 
education. This important occasion is commemorated by Commencement, a serious, 
formal program that tastefully recognizes our seniors for having reached this point 
in their lives. 
 

I ask you, the parent/guardian of a Douglas Anderson graduating senior, to 
help us maintain the quality, dignity, and cultured traditions of our commence-
ment ceremonies. Our commencements are for the students, not the audience. 
Our commencements are artistic, and unlike other schools’ ceremonies, there 
is no yelling or clapping until the end. Our commencements symbolize the last 
artistic expression shared by our seniors after four years of intensive arts 
learning. We ask all parents and guests in the audience to join us in making 
sure this last experience of your artistic student is all that it traditionally has 
been—a ceremony of joy, beauty, and young artistic expression. 
 
Although you have received, via your senior and parent meetings, earlier 
communications concerning the graduation activities, we want to emphasize once 
more the importance of a dignified atmosphere for our commencement at 6 P.M. 
on May 26 in the Moran Theatre at the Times-Union Center for the Performing 
Arts. We are proud that our seniors want to carry on the Douglas Anderson tradition 
at this formal ceremony. 
 
During meetings with seniors our faculty has compared our commencement to a 
formal program presented by seniors and faculty. We have stressed to our seniors 
just what their role is, and we have been very pleased with their positive response.  
We sincerely believe that they, as a united group, are eager to present themselves in 
a stately and dignified manner to you, their family, and their friends. 
 
We request that every parent and guest participate in accordance with our formal 
theme. We ask that a dignified atmosphere prevail from the processional through 
the recessional. That can easily be accomplished if you, along with each of your 
guests, remain absolutely silent during the ceremony and respond with applause 
only at the appropriate times. The name of each graduating senior will be called, 
and he/she will be presented with a diploma. The climax of the commencement 
ceremony--the announcing of the graduates’ names--is to be observed with polite 
silence from  every  person  in the audience. You will see  that complete  silence is 
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